THE case recorded here presented as an epibulbar melanoma, but there was a history of trauma 3 months previously and at operation the tumour was found to be a foreign body surrounded by old blood clot. Examination.-He was found to have a retrobulbar haemorrhage spreading forward beneath the conjunctiva, his pupil was semi-dilated and fixed, he had no perception of light, and there was no red reflex. X rays showed no evidence of fractures or of a foreign body in the orbit.
FOREIGN BODY SIMULATING MELANOMA
Operation.-The tumour was exposed through a conjunctival incision, and its centre was found to be harder than expected for a melanoma. After removal of the peripheral debris, a flat, circular foreign body, 10 mm. in diameter and 3 mm. thick, was removed from the surface of the sclera. The wound was closed and the post-operative progress was uneventful.
Histological Examination.-The pigmented debris was shown to be a foreign body giant cell type of granulomatous reaction with old and recent haemorrhage but no evidence of any neoplasm. Comment The tip of the billiard cue had been lost at the time of injury and could not be found, despite diligent searching. It had evidently lodged in the orbit, but it was 3 months before its presence was declared, and then it showed as a tumour with pigmentation due to a resolving haematoma. Epibulbar melanoma is extremely rare. Ash (1950) recorded only 67 in a series of 1,120 epibulbar tumours, and there was a past history of trauma in seventeen of them. In the case described above the appearance at presentation belied the history and it is a reminder of George Peele's warning in An Old Wives Tale that "Things that seem are not the same". 
